
PROTOCOL FOR EMERGENCY INCIDENTS AND/OR ACCIDENTS  

Gas sharing 
according to cave 

diving rules 

Show exit signal to 
the whole group 

and exit according 
to cave diving rules 

NO 

YES 

Ask group 
members to hold 

on to the line. 

Assist the diver in 
distress 

Was the 
incident 

resolved?  

Show exit signal and 
guide the group to 
the most adequate 

surface for the 
incident 

YES 

START 

An underwater 
incident occurs 

Show exit signal and 
guide the group to the 
nearest surface with 
access to the truck 

Ask divers to get out of 
the water and NOT to 

descend 

Evaluate the 
problem 

Is it necessary 
to take the rest 

of the group 
out? 

Divers noƟfy another 
guide 

Is gas sharing 
necessary? 

Guide returns to 
assist diver  

Breathing? 

Assist diver towards 
exit, get out of the 

water and make 
comfortable 

Is it necessary 
to start first 

aid? 

Call 911 

Start first aid 

Wait for ambulance 

END 

NOTE: This diagram is a helpful tool 
but should not be taken as the only 
way to approach the situaƟon. 
AnƟcipaƟon of all risks decreases the 
likelihood of its use. 

Is it sƟll 
Ɵme to give 

CPR? 

Mark the site and 
assess the 

situaƟon. DO NOT 
move the diver and 

equipment. 

Exit WITHOUT  
the diver 

NoƟfy Civil 
ProtecƟon  

Complete INCIDENT 
REPORT FORM 

END 

Be alert on the way 
back and suggest to 
go to a hospital or 

hyperbaric 
chamber for a 

check-up. 

END 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

NO 


