
PROTOCOL FOR LOST DIVER 

 

START 

Diver is lost underwater 

Give the end dive  
signal and surface 

Follow EMERGENCY 
PROTOCOLS 

Mark the “LIFE LINE” with 
an arrow 

Was the 
diver found? 

Return on the line searching 
alternate passages, ceiling, 
surface, etc., for 1 minute. 

NOTE: This diagram is a helpful tool but should not be taken as the only way to approach the situa on. 
An cipa on of all risks decreases the likelihood of its use. 

YES 

NO 

NO 

YES 

END 

Cancel the dive and exit 
the water with the rest of 

the group. 

Are there other 
guides who can 

ini ate the 
search? 

Provide relevant 
informa on to the guide 

who will ini ate the search  

Alert Civil Protec on  
and 911 

Provide Informa on: 
Þ Loca on 
Þ What happened 
Þ Condi on 
Þ Number of Vic ms 

Recalculate gas for search 

YES 

NO 

NO 
Was the diver 

found? 

Mark the site and assess the 
situa on. DO NOT move the 

diver or his team 

Exit WITHOUT the diver 

Alert Civil Protec on 

Complete  
INCIDENT REPORT FORM 

END 

Was the diver 
found alive? 

Start search  


